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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


STUART PERRY 


ON various occasions in the past it has seemed appropriate to the President 
for the time being of this Association to recapitulate the progress which 
has been made with library service up to the date of the Conference at 
which he spoke. I should have liked to break with that tradition—not 
because it was a bad one, but because we have had it before. But to put 
some of the things I want to say into their context I must look back for 
a moment: I do undertake, though, that most of what I have to say will 
be about the future. 

In 1933 and 1934 New Zealand libraries were finding it very difficult 
to make any progress out of the slough in which they found themselves. 
With the exception of the few Carnegie libraries most of the public 
libraries were rate-supported book-clubs, supplying at a heavy loss to a 
very few people a limping service of best-sellers, with, as appendages, an 
apologetic junior subscription service and a collection of reference books. 
At the reference books you were allowed a free look, if you didn’t take 
them out of the building, and in some libraries any book which cost a 
pound or more was automatically treated as a reference book. 
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FREE AND RENTAL SERVICE 


The models before our eyes seemed very remote at this stage. They 
were the better American libraries, some of them heavily endowed, and 
the English libraries, begun rather on a charity basis by William Ewart, 
after whom Gladstone was named, but many of them by 1934 highly 
developed. At the time of the Munn-Barr survey we knew that an answer 
to a part of our problem lay in the free service, and we knew a little about 
pay-duplicate collections. We did not, I think, fully understand what has 
since been borne home to us in practice, that in order to provide a free 
service and to maintain its standard it would be necessary to provide 
also a properly developed rental service. This would not only effectively 
cushion the loss in receipts, but would also make it possible to maintain 
the standards which a properly conducted free service requires. In a field 
where the subscription system had operated, it would have been idle to 
provide an entirely free service of the kind of books which can with 
justification be provided, and to expect the existing light-literature clien- 
tele immediately to adjust its reading tastes. The free service appeals in 
time to many who have used the subscription service, but it appeals at 
once to a whole new range of citizens, with a multitude of interests. The 
lighter books have, as a matter of expediency, to be provided, but under 
the free and rental system they have been provided for the first time at 
the full cost of the loan. 


How to make the change was perhaps one of the hardest lessons we 
had to learn, and each successive library that did change must in earlier 
examples have found a few mistakes to avoid. We can, however, now 
claim that those communities which decided to adopt a well-developed 
rental cushion to their free services did succeed in establishing those free 
services in the community, and in establishing them so well that it is 
unlikely that there will be any retrograde steps. The subscription never 
covered more than a fraction of cost, and people soon saw the justice 
of being required to pay for entertainment. 


Ever since the survey this Association and its members, both insti- 
tutional and personal, have been doing their utmost to remedy the position 
the survey disclosed. The Carnegie Corporation of New York ensured 
that professional librarians, and, indeed, some others, saw good libraries 
abroad and became able to formulate objectives in broad terms; the 
Corporation then provided us with money to train our own people and 
to inform our communities. All through that long and difficult period 
we showed progress, and today the country spends more money on libraries 
and spends it more economically and effectively in spite of the inflationary 
tendencies which seem to be inseparable from life in the modern world. 
We have succeeded in demonstrating the value of our services, largely 
because we have done our best to increase the number and the quality 
of our books, to increase our own professional competence by training, 
and to see that our books go everywhere in the country. 

We can state with confidence that the library in New Zealand enjoys 
immeasurably more public confidence and prestige than it did fifteen 
years ago. If you will cast your minds back, it was then a Cinderella 
service. The factual books were largely out of date, and often misleading, 
for the information we were able to supply was no more recent than the 
latest edition we had been able to afford to buy. Our staff were extremely 
badly paid, and the profession of librarianship, of public librarianship 
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at least, had attracted few good brains. Book selection was in general far 
from good, and the physical condition of the books was simply shocking. 
A public which had never seen good library service naturally did not 
demand it. 


Today the picture is otherwise. With all our imperfections, with many 
of our jobs half done and with some of our most important objectives 
still unformulated, I think no one would doubt that we do in fact stand 
high in the public regard. People do attack the library service from time 
to time, as they always have done. I am reminded of Colonel Sibthorp’s 
remarks on the second reading of the Ewart Bill of 1850. He said he 
would be happy to contribute his mite towards providing libraries and 
museums and proper recreation for the humbler class in the large towns; 
but he thought that however excellent food for the mind might be, food 
for the body was what was now most wanted for the people. He did not 
like reading at all, and he hated it when at Oxford. But civilization goes 
on in spite of the Sibthorps, though some who are not great readers seem 
actually to mistrust the use of books. My own experience has been that 
the attacks come from people who don’t use the libraries much in any 
case, but resent the expenditure of money on the things of the mind as 
well as on the things of the body, or from people who feel that library 
activity is solely a matter for the State, as it was once regarded in Prussia. 
Some, of course, are intransigent members of that little favoured band of 
light best-seller readers who resented the change to the free-and-rental 
service, people who could not see why their entertainment reading should 
not be subsidized from the borough treasury, and at the expense of all 
those members of the community who wanted to read in other fields. 


The wide-range free service with a high-turnover rental collection of 
light reading alongside has become almost standard New Zealand practice, 
and it is interesting to note that a remit on the Order Paper for this 
Conference suggests that you should declare it so. The old liberal idea 
was that if private enterprise could supply something at a profit then the 
provision of it was better left to private enterprise. If private enterprise 
could not show a profit, then—if it was something worth providing—the 
community ought to step in. I think that idea is as valid as ever it was. 
Our rental collections today are little more than a convenience for people 
who are using other books in any event, and want to find all their reading 
under the same roof. They do not endanger private enterprise. And 
although they are not designed to show a profit, they do cost the user 
more than subscription borrowing did. 


As you know, I had not long ago the supreme satisfaction of knowing 
that the Wellington City Council had adopted the free and rental system, 
and my observation is that the community has very fully appreciated the 
enlightened policy which the Council then adopted. And how could it 
fail to do so? I know of no community which has had a free library which 
has relapsed into the old methods. I do not believe that communities 
would accept so retrograde a step. And as a professional librarian I can 
say emphatically that there is real satisfaction in serving a whole com- 
munity, while there is very little in serving the avid light fiction reader, 
and giving him enormous quantities of dope at a discount instead of full 
cost. What makes that rather fruitless endeavour so frustrating is that 
one must, at the same time, refuse the serious reader in every field, through 
devoting too large a part of the book fund to a job that private enterprise 
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does at least as well. The subscription librarian cannot do much about 
buying books on building or ballet, on gardening or economics, or any 
of the other interests which add up to a total which ought to represent 
the real value of his work. 

The British service, which celebrated its centennial during the year 
H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh was President of the Library Association, 
the service which is universal in the United States of America, we have 
now largely achieved; and if you ask the man in the street I think you 
will find he appreciates what his elected representatives have done for 
him by voting it in. It is paying off in civilization, and it is paying off in 
material prosperity. 


RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STATE 


I suppose most of us in this room are familiar with the history of New 
Zealand’s free, national, undenominational education system, how it was 
adumbrated by Browning’s friend Domett and finally became universal 
under Sir Charles Bowen. Today we are reaping the whirlwind of the 
good seed then sown. A falling birthrate followed by a rising birthrate 
have combined to increase today’s school population beyond the limits 
of our expectation of a few years ago, while at the same time the number 
of persons equipped to teach that population is at a deplorably low level. 
Classrooms, too, have become too small and too few for the large and 
numerous classes .” today. So far as money can do it, an attempt is being 
made to meet the situation, but it is suggested in some quarters that the 
attempt to deal for so long with each of so many people may be conducing 
to a general superficiality and lowering of standards, to the disadvantage 
of the best brains of the new generation. 

Really effective public library work is a very recent growth, and when 
their staff took the impact of the falling birthrate, libraries were even less 
equipped to withstand it than schools. Libraries have been desperately 
short of staff, and until recently there has been no reservoir of trained 
people to draw upon. And ours is not a profession which has held out 
many glittering rewards. Our services have been limping. We have not 
until recently been in a position to claim any very great consideration for 
the work we have been doing. But now, I think, we can and should. 

Education in this country is generally regarded as primarily a State 
responsibility, although local authorities in some districts do help by 
making books available to schools, or by distributing the State’s own 
School Library Service books. Library service, on the other hand, is 
looked upon as a partnership among State and local authorities, univer- 
sity and various other bodies. When I consider the enormous size of the 
State Education vote, which with its Supplementary Vote is about £18 
million, I sometimes wonder whether some of our national objectives 
do not need a closer look, do not need to be revised and brought up to 
date. Free national undenominational education is a big ideal, and the 
achievement has been big too. It has meant that we have practically no 
illiterates in New Zealand, but a tremendous number of persons with 
School Certificates, University Entrance or a degree. It means, too, that 
everyone has the means of informing himself before he exercises his 
democratic vote. But might some of the money spent on providing free 
education, free advanced formal education, to those who may not need 
advanced formal education, whose choice of career is made in fields not 
requiring it—might some of this money not be better spent in ensuring 
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that the community storehouses of vital information and of the means 
to culture are adequately manned, and stocked with the literature we have 
now demonstrated that the community needs and will use to advantage? 
In no sense are libraries in conflict with formal education, but this is a 
cake out of which we have been left only the crumbs, and we are a big 
mouse now. What sort of short-sighted community outlook has New 
Zealand when it will spend many millions of pound on educating every- 
one up to a certain point, and will then drop them flat? Few people 
today can buy or borrow anything like the number of books they need 
or that they have been taught to rely upon. New Zealand continues to 
educate people in the use of books for their work and general develop- 
ment, and then fails to provide them with the books it has taught them 
to use. It is a commonplace that education is something that ought to 
go on throughout life, but it seems to me that we are in danger of forgetting 
it. How could a doctor or a lawyer get on if he got his diplomas and 
then stopped reading anything but his old university text books? Would 
you entrust your body or your estate to such a practitioner? Those 
professions have their specialized libraries. But what about the farmer, 
the electrician, the housewife who practices every profession, who is in 
turn cook and dressmaker, milliner and maybe gardener or potter? These 
people and many more find our provision of the books they need still 
sadly slow and inadequate. And it is important to note that the more 
highly educated they have been the more they feel the deficiency. 

What we have done is to show an ever-increasing number of people 
how they can be more competent and live fuller lives with the aid of 
books, and in this we have tried to carry on the work of the school and 
the university. But we have stimulated a demand which, in spite of, or 
possibly because of its solidly community value. we cannot adequately 
fulfil. I do suggest that now that the library has been demonstrated to the 
New Zealand community as the dynamic thing it is we should always 
keep in mind the question of whether we are getting the full share we 
ought to have of the community expenditure on education. I would not 
make that suggestion if I were not convinced that the work we do in 
response to the voluntary requests of citizens who want information on 
particular topics, and, in providing all the other benefits of education is 
just as important to the people of New Zealand as the advanced educa- 
tion of those whose interests might be better served in less formal ways 
but over a far longer period. If it is a question of rationing the com- 
munity expenditure on these subjects, I think one is justified in consider- 
ing whether the library should find finance so difficult while the formal 
educational establishment, which deals only with the few preparatory 
years, finds it so relatively easy. It is simply a question of whether, in the 
general community interest, the emphasis is just in the right place. 

If I am correct in this matter it should never be necessary for the State 
to discontinue library services once granted, provided that those services 
are used and valuable. The State service to outlying areas was such a 
service. Admittedly it was relatively expensive to administer, but the 
function of the State is after all partly an equalizing function. I hope 
most sincerely that this Conference will be successful in finding some 
formula which can be suggested to the counties in which those isolated 
and book-starved people live, whereby under contract arrangements with 
adjoining boroughs or by some other means they may again participate 
in the benefits for which they pay taxes, and cease being penalized for 
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their isolation. And I think that in considering this question the matter 
of such boroughs applying for a State subsidy ought not to be left un- 
considered. The counties concerned are not among the most wealthy 
and the residents who want books and were deprived of them before 
other arrangements could be made are not a majority. It is a clear case for 
State aid. 


And perhaps it may not be out of place to supplement what His Worship 
the Mayor has said by adding that the contribution of local government 
is limited by the difficulty of the financial position in which local govern- 
ment finds itself. Local authorities have a great number of objects on 
which they are expected to expend their money. There are not only 
statutory limits to their rating powers for maintenance purposes, but 
practical limits, too. They find it difficult, with the interest rate which 
they are allowed to offer, to raise loans adequate to perform essential 
capital works which are in many cases long overdue. If local government 
service, including library service, is not to become thin and ineffective, 
then local bodies must get additional money from elsewhere. I do not 
think it is incompetent for this Association to take the view that sub- 
stantial State grants, like those which are made in the United Kingdom 
for the purposes of local government, are becoming more and more 
necessary. 


FINANCE FOR THE ASSOCIATION 


I am reminded too, that money sometimes comes more easily indirectly 
than by way of direct grant. I can see nothing wrong with using the 
proceeds of art union funds for the provision of general culture. In 
repeating the suggestion that an appropriate object for the allocation of 
art union funds by the Hon. the Minister of Internal Affairs would be 
the purposes of this Association, which helps all libraries, and not only 
those maintained by local authorities, I can quote the extremely respect- 
able precedent of the establishment of the British Museum. I don’t imply 
that that lottery was a respectable one—it wasn’t—but the precedent is 
a respectable precedent. 

It is a pity that our larger charitable and educational trusts, sources 
within New Zealand, have contributed relatively little towards library 
progress. Perhaps we have been too backward in this regard, and have 
tended to rely too largely on our dollars, until they began to be exhausted 
—but for the future we should perhaps make more serious attempts to 
win their support. The contribution the State has made, well known to 
you all, has been a very great one. The contribution of other library 
authorities and in particular of those which I know best, the local bodies, 
has matched at many points the contribution of the State, and it would 
be disingenuous of me if I were to emphasise too much the Government’s 
activity, notable as it has been, without making the point that many 
local authorities have spent in the interests of the less mundane needs 
of their citizens an increasing proportion of their income. 

But behind all this activity, and even behind the very substantial 
overseas help which we have received from the Carnegie Corporation of 
New York, 5s been this Association. The whole stimulus has come from 
the representatives of the library authorities, who have come here as 
delegates, and from their professional servants who have accompanied 
them. When people sometimes ask me whether the activities of the New 
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Zealand Library Association are worth the time and money expended on 
them, I have no more doubt than any other of the older members of the 
Association. Without our Conferences, without our Council and com- 
mittee meetings, without our branches and sections and without the 
devoted and virtually unpaid work of the librarians who produce New 
Zealand Libraries, who tutor the Training Course, and who subject one 
technical problem after another to detailed examination, the goal of one 
copy in New Zealand of every necessary book and that copy fully ex- 
ploited could never have been so nearly achieved as in fact it has been. 


A NATIONAL LIBRARY 


Nevertheless, there are some important parts of the picture which 
remain to be painted i in. One of those is the apportionment of responsi- 
bility among various library authorities for particular kinds of service— 
for example the Schools Service: another is the problem we last discussed 
at Timaru, what we have come to call the unit of service, a problem not 
confined to this country, nor to library work. Still another problem, and 
one with which you will be asked to deal before you leave Auckland, is 
the fact that our services are to some extent without a centre. We are 
like a human body with various arms and legs, but with only a rudi- 
mentary heart, or rather a heart with membranes separating its various 
chambers, with the life-blood trickling through where it should be surging. 
We have no national library. 


We do possess, and have now for some years possessed, most of the 
elements of a national library, and it was interesting to read in the Massey 
Report and in newspaper accounts subsequently that the steps which 
we have taken are now being parallelled in Canada. We have a copy- 
right library which is also the library of the Members of Parliament. 
We have a remarkably fine literary, antiquarian and local historical 
collection. We have a central lending library, or its equivalent, and a 
library school. We have, although not highly developed, the rudiments 
of an archives organization, and we have also our national union cata- 
logue and the important activities which surround it. 

On paper that makes a magnificent picture: in fact, it is many years 
since attention was first drawn to the fact that a single National Library 
building was essential to provide the space facilities which are required 
for such an organization. 


Certain local authorities such as Wellington, Wanganui, Whangarei 
and several others have indeed done their share in the provision of 
buildings. The State has, of course, an enormous and urgent building 
programme, but I cannot help feeling that in the matter of library build- 
ings it has followed and not led. Tax expenditure on library buildings 
during the last couple of decades must have been slight compared with 
local expenditure. I know the present Government proposed to make 
alterations designed to strengthen the Alexander Turnbull Library build- 
ing, and would have carried them out if it had been practicable to do so, 
and I know that the General Assembly Library building is being preserved 
at considerable cost. Both of these projects command respect, and those 
who initiated them deserve the gratitude of the community. Nevertheless 
State provision of library buildings is still disgracefully inadequate in 
comparison with that made by other countries, having regard to the 
status and importance of New Zealand, and, I may add, to its isolation. 
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New Zealand must and will have a worthy national library building, and 
I think we may commend the suggestion which originated with this 
Association, actually with Mr John Barr, and has been supported else- 
where, that the national memorial to our late Patron, the Rt. Hon. 
Peter Fraser, might well take this form. I feel sure that members of the 
public would contribute to a project designed to continue and develop a 
work which Mr Fraser had close to his heart more freely than to any 
monument which could not be considered in terms of living people. 


The welfare of State libraries is as important to local as to university 
and special libraries. Some depend on the national lending library for 
bulk loans, all regard the National Library Service as the headquarters 
of our co-operative efforts, the better libraries depend on the Library 
School for some of their staff, and the union catalogue is now an in- 
dispensable tool for every one of us. 


In approaching such a problem as that of a national library it would 
be easy to make proposals for setting aside what has been done hitherto, 
for amalgamating the Alexander Turnbull Library into some other 
organization, and forgetting its distinctive character. It would be easy, 
although it would surely be ill-advised, to recommend that the General 
Assembly Library collection, brought together since I think about 1853 
for the use of the Members of Parliament, should simply be absorbed 
in a comprehensive national collection. If we were to embark on proposals 
of that kind we would be doomed to failure, and I think, in spite of the 
added efficiency which joint cataloguing and such large-scale day-to-day 
economies could effect, it would be well if we were doomed to failure. 
Nevertheless, there is not much joy to be had from the kind of organiza- 
tion, or lack of it, from which we suffer at the moment; with several 
departments of State operating separate libraries, each one maintaining 
liaison with the others at considerable expense in money and in staff 
time; with the lack of efficiency which separately assembled collections 
must, in spite of all our safeguards, present, and with the divided control 
which militates against a comprehensive view of library activities. 


May I suggest to you that we should not leave that topic alone until 
the Hon. Mr Algie’s dream of Mr Alley standing in the entrance of a 
new National Library building has been realized? Bound up with it is 
the question of archives. Archives organization is not, as I have seen 
suggested, primarily a matter for the historian. The historian is the con- 
sumer, the archivist is the organizer. In some courses of library training 
a course in archives is included, and we have an expert trained archivist 
among us in Mr Rogers. And I do not propose to do more than just refer 
to the disastrous fire in the Hope Gibbons Building. Apart from the loss 
of that particular material, it served only to spotlight the inertia of one 
New Zealand government after another. If we value our institutions, and 
anyone who works in a library knows that the average man does, we need 
to learn the lessons of the history of our own country. Historians cannot 
paint the picture vividly and accurately unless the materials are not only 
in existence and unburnt but properly organized. A proper archives 
building or national library wing with fireproof accommodation of course 
is essential, but it is only one of the essentials. There are other essentials 
which are immediately possible, and that without any extravagant ex- 
penditure of money. To its shame, and although representations have 
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been made on several occasions, New Zealand has gone well over the 
century mark without any Archives Act or any properly organized system 
of retirement of records. Practically nothing has been done about regional 
and local records. That is a question which we have taken in hand, and 
you will find the steps taken so far alluded to in the Annual Report. My 
only suggestion to you on that subject is not to let the matter die until 
there is another disastrous fire, and to do all you can to promote the legis- 
lation which will lead to organization of records and avoidance of their 
destruction or loss otherwise than by fire. 


IMPORT RESTRICTIONS AND BOOKSELLERS TERMS 


The question of currency control has been much in people’s minds 
during the past year, as the question of import control was before it. I 
don’t think libraries have any particular grouch in that respect. Certainly 
modern educated thought is all against any restriction on the free dis- 
semination of literature from country to country, and certainly I for one 
find it hard to believe that the removal of any restriction at all on book 
imports would present any very grave machinery difficulties. If book 
imports were treated entirely separately from any other commodities I 
do not suppose that more than a million pounds a year would be involved. 
Naturally we are convinced, as persons associated with the spread of 
knowledge, that books are in a class apart, but the question is one that 
is settled in relation to imports of all sorts of other things. Well, to some 
extent books are treated as a class apart. Our approaches have been 
successful to the point at which our old standby the Central Bureau for 
Library Book Imports may be used for recommending the granting of 
excess currency to libraries; and books in libraries receive more use than 
any others. If money is to be spent on books, it goes further when it is 
spent on copies that everyone has a chance to read. While none of us 
likes restrictions on books, in principle or in practice, we cannot complain 
that within the existing framework we are being harshly treated. Naturally 
we continue to watch the position carefully, and if we are hurt we will 
squeal, but so far I have no information that we have been hurt. 

And at this juncture I want to say something about the price of books 
—a hardy perennial at library conferences. We have seen in the trade press 
that the colossal dividends paid by the paper merchants to their share- 
holders have been substantially reduced. We know that there is anxiety 
in the publishing and book trades in Great Britain even so. During the 
year we did succeed in obtaining new terms from the Associated Book- 
sellers of New Zealand, but I do not know that our members are altogether 
satisfied with them. Indent business involves very little work, relatively, 
on the part of the bookseller, and libraries can only buy through book- 
sellers at a figure too often expressed as a discount off the retail price 
instead of being clearly shown in relation to the landed cost. Booksellers 
of course are ratepayers, but public bodies represent all the ratepayers, 
and indeed all the citizens. Much of their buying is more nearly whole- 
sale than retail, yet they have never been granted terms which could be 
described as wholesale terms. I believe that something could be worked 
out in the way of corporate indent arrangements under which all library 
orders were routed through a single bureau and supplied in the form 
easiest to handle to another bureau maintained by the booksellers jointly, 
so as to cover all library indents which would normally go through 
local booksellers’ hands. I believe that if the booksellers were to set up 
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such an organization it could be a strong and efficient one, requiring little 
in the way of staff or premises but showing a very satisfactory return 
even if really good terms were given to libraries. And high prices do after 
all mean big handling fees; I believe that those specialized orders, prob- 
ably very considerable in volume, which now escape the local booksellers, 
would soon be placed with an organization capable of maintaining a 
Lu.ghly trained London buyer, which few individual booksellers can now 
do. If there is to be any threat of rationing of currency spent on books 
it is incumbent on everyone in the interests of both the consumer and 
the trade to see that the money that is available is made to go the greatest 
possible distance. Indeed, that should be our endeavour even when the 
country’s finances do not need the measures of fiscal control we have 
become accustomed to over more than a few years. 


Miss BIBBY 


I think it may not be inappropriate to include in this address a brief 
reference to the Secretary of the Association, Miss Doreen Bibby. Miss 
Bibby has grown up with the Association. When after the Timaru Confer- 
ence of 1934 we took the Secretaryship into the Wellington Public Libraries 
a tremendous amount of the work fell to her share. Not so many re- 
member the Association of those days. It still lacked the vitality which 
inspired it at the Wellington Conference which we held in the Social 
Hall at Parliament Buildings. There were a number of institutions on 
the membership roll, but not many. There was a cyclostyled bulletin, 
but it was very inadequate. The Munn-Barr Report had been presented, 
but we were taking an unconscionable time over making up our minds 
what we needed most and first, and what we should apply to the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York for. It was in some ways a dispiriting period. 
We were all convinced that there had to be progress ahead, but sometimes 
the obstacles needed a good deal of pushing over, and the work of the 
Association consisted largely in building up membership, catching one 
member after another with advice or information, and feeling at the end 
of the year that something had been done but not enough. 

Well, Miss Bibby was at the centre of things in those days and she has 
been at the centre of them ever since. We have seen her develop into a 
remarkably fast shorthand writer and judicious reporter, a most gracious 
dispenser of information which she seems always to have at her finger- 
tips, and a capable and tactful organiser of the Association’s affairs. In 
the midst of it all she has found time to qualify as a librarian and not so 
long ago graduated from the University. I think all members of the 
Association will applaud her decision to indulge in the stimulation of a 
trip abroad, and even although we will miss her presence and her out- 
standing services, I feel that both she and the Association will benefit in 
the long run as the result of her widened experience. 

My whole address, I am afraid, has been full of personal views and 
opinions, and I cannot claim that you will be likely to endorse it all. The 
last thing I have to say is purely personal too. During eighteen years’ 
experience on the Council I have never lacked conviction of the enthusiasm 
and of the capacity of the Association and‘its members. After my year of 
seeing things from a slightly different angle I truly believe that it is still 
only on the threshold of its work for New Zealand people, and, if you 
will forgive a high-sounding expression because no other would be 
adequate, for civilization in this country. 
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REPORT 
ON THE TWENTY-SECOND 
CONFERENCE 


THE twenty-second conference of the NZLA was held at Auckland from 
17th-20th February, 1953. 145 registrations were received. 

The Auckland City Council gave a reception to delegates on the 
Tuesday evening in the Concert Chamber of the Town Hall, at which a 
welcome to delegates was extended by the Mayor, Sir John Allum. The 
City Council also arranged a bus trip out to Ardmore, where afternoon 
tea was served at the Ardmore Training College, and the Library inspected. 
On the return to Auckland, Cr W. M. Tongue, chairman of the Council’s 
Library Committee, entertained delegates at his home. 

The conference proper opened on the Wednesday morning, at which 
the presidential address, which is printed in this issue, was delivered by 
Mr Stuart Perry, and the conference session for consideration of remits 
and questions followed. The Conference then broke up for the usual 
sections and seminars, and did not come together until the Thursday 
evening, when Dr A. E. Currie, Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
New Zealand, gave an address on ‘Books in our Lives’. 


ANNUAL MEETING AND REPORT 
THE twenty-fifth annual meeting was held on Friday 20th February. 
For the second year in succession there were no motions for amendment 
of o~ rules. The formal business of the meeting proceeded with no undue 
hitches. 

Miss Mary P. Parsons, formerly Director of the United States Informa- 
tion Library in Wellington, who gave invaluable service in the setting up 
of the Library School, and was its first Director in 1946 and 1947, was 
elected an Honorary Life Member of the Association. 

The annual report for 1952 surveys the work of the year. Membership 
figures are down slightly from 1951, the number of institutional members 
having declined from 294 to 283; although public libraries increased by 5, 
and Special libraries by 2, Schools and Training Colleges declined by 18. 
The resignations were mainly from primary schools which did not feel 
prepared to pay the increased rate of subscription for institutional mem- 
bers. The excess of payments over receipts in the annual balance-sheet 
was £220 9s. 10d. The report states that the Finance Committee is con- 
sidering ways and means of obtaining financial assistance to enable the 
Association to meet its expenses from income without drawing on the 
capital sum at present invested in National Savings. 


SECTION MEETINGS 
PROFESSIONAL SECTION 


The section held its annual meeting on the Tuesday afternoon, prior 
to the opening of the main conference. The annual report stressed that 
the aim of the committee was to keep in close touch through its members 
with the branches. The major item of the year’s work had been the dis- 
cussion of the draft registration rules and the promotion of an under- 
standing of the aims of the scheme. The committee had also discussed 
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the Salaries’ Committee’s draft scale of August 1952, and come to the 
conclusion that a Statement on Objectives and Standards of Library 
recruitment was needed. 

At the annual meeting the revsied registration proposals were discussed 
in some detail. The Standards of appointment and employment of 
librarians were amended to include a provision that applications for 
positions should be treated as confidential. 


CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S SECTION 

The annual report of this section commented on the success of Children’s 
Book Week held in August 1952. The draft pamphlet on Library Service 
to children and young people had been prepared and all organizations 
approached had expressed willingness to assist in as wide a distribution 
as possible. Following consideration of the need for incteased financial 
support for school libraries, the Section made a study of the range of 
services currently offered by public libraries to children. The replies to 
the questionnaire circulated had been tabulated and a report was available 
for discussion at the section meeting. The seat of the section has been 
moved from Dunedin to Auckland. 


LocaAL AUTHORITIES’ SECTION 

This meeting was largely inconclusive, as most of the matters for 
discussion, such as the draft Registration proposals, the proposals for 
improvement of library service to children and young people, and the 
draft salary scale had not been seen by delegates prior to the meeting. 
Delegates were mostly reluctant to discuss documents which they had 
not had time to study beforehand. It is obvious that the Association 
must endeavour to see that documents intended for discussion are circu- 
lated in good time, and that the actual local body delegates have indi- 
vidual copies. Otherwise there is inevitably a feeling of frustration, which 
was most apparent at this meeting. The Executive has been shifted from 
Auckland to Wellington. 


REMITS AND RESOLUTIONS 

THREE remits were presented to the meeting of 18th February: 

The Wellington branch proposed ‘That it be a recommendation to Council 
that the standard free and rental plan for public libraries, as set out in 
the report of the NZLA Fiction Committee published in New Zealand 
Libraries vol. 14 no. 8, September 1951, bé formally adopted as Associa- 
tion policy.’ This remit was referred to the Local Authorities’ Section, 
as there was some controversy about the wording of the remit; it was 
reported back to the meeting on Friday 20th February with the following 
wording: ‘That it be a recommendation to Council that the free and 
rental plan for public libraries be endorsed as, in the opinion of the New 
Zealand Library Association, the best means of giving library service.” 
The remit was finally passed with a further amendment designed to clarify 
the definition of ‘free and rental’, and as passed and subsequently endorsed 
by Council, reads ‘That it be a recommendation to Council that the 
standard free and rental plan for public libraries as set out in the report 
of the NZLA Fiction Committee published in New Zealand Libraries 
vol. 14 no. 8, September 1951, be endorsed as, in the opinion of the New 
Zealand Library Association, the best means of giving library service.’ 
The National Library Committee proposed the following remit, which 
was passed unanimously: ‘That this Conference is alarmed by the in- 
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creasingly unsatisfactory physical condition of many of the buildings in 
which state library work is done, and by the serious effect this has on 
their administration and service, and recommends Council to urge on 
the Government that a select parliamentary committee be appointed to 
consider the need for a national library building with adequate storage 
for future national needs, the elements such a library should contain, 
and how far existing state libraries and the national archives can, without 
detriment to their particular functions, be brought together in such an 
institution.” 

A National Library Service remit was moved as follows: ‘That this 
Conference is of opinion that conferences of the Association should be 
held biennially instead of annually as at present, and that this Conference 
recommend Council to hold the next conference in February, 1955.’ 
The following amendment was passed by a majority of about two to one: 
‘That this Conference is of the opinion that Council should investigate 
the question of Association conferences and report to the next conference.” 
(This question is to be circulated to Branches and Sections for discussion 
and comment.) 

The following motion was carried without dissent: ‘That this Confer- 
ence of the New Zealand Library Association congratulate Mr A. G. W. 
Dunningham on his selection as library adviser to the Government of 
Indonesia (under Unesco), extends to him its deep appreciation of his 
work for the Association and for library service in New Zealand, and 
assures him of our confidence in his ability to initiate and develop library 
services in this important area in which he will work.’ 

The following further resolutions were adopted at the meeting of 
Friday 20th February: 

‘That the Government be strongly urged to provide immediate adequate 
facilities in Wellington for the housing of the National Archives, as well 
as suitable accommodation for scholars and students engaged in research 
on these records.’ (Archives Seminar.) 

‘That the Government, in consultation with the NZLA and other 
interested bodies, nominate certain existing metropolitan archive reposi- 
tories, outside Wellington, which would be willing to function as suitable 
places for the deposit of local authorities’ records and certain types of 
government records.’ (Archives Seminar.) 

‘That the Government be urged to invite to New Zealand an eminent 
overseas archivist to investigate the New Zealand archives and make 
recommendations for their preservation and disposal.’ (Archives Seminar.) 
‘That it be a recommendation to Council that an approach be made by 
the Association to other professional associations with a view to making 
the fullest possible use of the available technical periodicals in the country.’ 
(Scientific and technical librarians’ Seminar.) 


SEMINARS 


APART from the section meetings, the following seminars were conducted: 
Archives 
Cataloguing 
Scientific and technical librarians 
Service to readers (in terms of reference and readers’ advisory work) 
Small public libraries (subjects discussea: voluntary staffing and co- 
operative book buying) 
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It is hoped that reports of all or some of these meetings will be available 
for inclusion in a later issue of New Zealand Libraries. 


IN view of the remit from the National Library Service regarding the 
frequency of conferences, one is naturally led to consider the nature of 
Conference as it now is, and as it would be likely to be if held at biennial 
intervals with regional conferences in the intervening years. One thing 
that is noticeable is that with the growth of sections and the demand for 
seminars of one kind and another, the full conference meets only for the 
presidential address, the conference session (remits and questions) and 
annual meeting, apart from any outside speaker’s address. If conferences 
are held only at biennial intervals, the sectional meetings would inevitably 
occupy longer periods, and the time left for full meetings of Conference 
would be less. i" 

This type of conference tends to result in a feeling of stagnation, or 
perhaps one should say of maintaining the status quo without attempting 
to advance in any concerted direction. Three years ago we were all looking 
forward to the Tompkins survey and report; a year ago at Timaru the 
conference was planned to discuss the report which, however, did not 
arrive. The rearrangement of Conference, however, did allow discussion 
by the full Conference of the valuable report of the Standards Research 
Committee, based as it was on data obtained during the survey. Never- 
theless, the expected forward move has not been made, and as a conse- 
quence Conference seems to be lacking fire. This is not to say that the 
meetings which do take place are not of value, but Conference is not 
doing the work of which it ought to be capable. 


NZLA OFFICERS AND 
COMMITTEES 1952-53 


Patron: J. W. Kealy. 

President: W. S. Wauchop. 

Immediate Past-President: S. Perry. 

Vice-President: H. W. B. Bacon. 

Councillors: A. G. Bagnall, C. W. Collins, H. B. Cowey, R. Duthie, 
E. M. Gilmer, N. Gordon, E. H. Leatham, E. E. McMillan, R. N. 
O’Reilly, F. H. Rogers, W. M. Tongue, D. M. Wylie. 

Hon. Secretary-Treasurer: M. S. Fleming. 

Hon. Assistant Secretary-Treasurer: W. J. McEldowney. 

Hon. Editor: D. M. Wylie. 

Hon. Counsel: M. J. Earle. 

Hon. Solicitor: M. J. Earle. 

Hon. Auditor: A. M. P. Hall. 


STANDING COMMITTEES 


THE following committees were appointed by Council at its meeting of 
20th February 1953. Unless otherwise stated, their respective terms of 
reference will be found in New Zéaland Libraries 14:133-6 Je °51. 
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AubIo VISUAL CommiTTEE: G. E. E. Stevens (convener), N. H. Burton, L. 
D. Gilmour, R. L. Hayes, S. Perry, H. O. Roth. 

BULLETIN COMMITTEE: D. M. Wylie (convener), J. Gully, W. J. Mc- 
Eldowney, J. E. D. Stringleman. 

DRAMA CommITTEE: G. T. Alley (convener) and S. Perry, with power to 
co-opt a representative of drama societies when thought advisable. 
(Terms of reference: NZL 15:29 Mr °52.) 

FICTION COMMITTEE: J. R. Cole (convener), A. M. Casey, H. B. Cowey, 
F. Godfrey, D. E. Lyon, R. M. Morgan, J. H. Norrie, G. E. E. Stevens, 
D. M. Wylie. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE: H. W. B. Bacon (convener), G. T. Alley, S. Perry, 
the President, Hon. Secretary and Hon. Assistant Secretary. 

LIBRARIANS’ SALARIES, CONDITIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS COMMITTEE: 
H. O. Roth (convener), R. Duthie, E. E. McMillan, J. P. Sage, G. W. 
Turner, D. M. Wylie. 

LIBRARY BUILDINGS COMMITTEE: A. E. Mercer (convener), G. B. Bertram, 
N. H. Burton, C. W. Collins, G. L. Cumming. 

LIBRARY LEGISLATION STANDING COMMITTEE: S. Perry (convener), B. L. 
Dallard, T. D. H. Hall, J. W. Kealy, C. A. L. Treadwell. 

LIBRARY TRAINING COMMITTEE: G. T. Alley (convener), N. Bateson, C. 
W. Collins, R. Duthie, E. A. Evans, A. H. Fache, M. S. Fleming, 
E. H. Leatham, S. Perry. 

New ZEALAND BooK RESOURCES COMMITTEE: G. T. Alley (convener), 
A. G. Bagnall (secretary), C. W. Collins, H. B. Cowey, R. Duthie, 
E. H. Leatham, R. N. O’Reilly, S. Perry, F. H. Rogers, F. A. Sandall, 
W. S. Wauchop. 

NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE: The President, Immediate Past-President and 
Hon. Secretary-Treasurer. 

STANDING EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: All Wellington members of Council, 
and any other members of Council who may be in Wellington when a 
meeting is held. 


AD HOC COMMITTEES 


ARCHIVES COMMITTEE: To inquire into the need to preserve documents 
and to report to Council as to the methods of collection and preserva- 
tion. F. H. Rogers (convener), A. G. Bagnall, J. Barr, E. A. Evans, 
J. C. Lucas, G. C. Petersen, M. W. Standish, J. C. Wilson. 

COMMITTEE ON EXCHANGES OF LIBRARY ASSISTANTS: To investigate the 
possibility of effecting exchanges of library assistants, working in con- 
sultation with the Branches of the Association and the Professional 
Section, and to recommend appropriate action to the Council: J. P. 
Sage (convener), H. Macaskill. 

COMMITTEE ON A REGISTER OF QUALIFIED LIBRARIANS: W. J. McEldowney 
(convener), G. T. Alley, A. G. W. Dunningham, C. W. Collins, A. L. 
Olsson, R. N. O'Reilly, S. Perry. To report on the setting up of a 
register of qualified librarians and on all matters incidental to publica- 
tion. 

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME COMMITTEE: To prepare a draft programme for 
the 1954 conference for submission to the next Council meeting. W. J. 
McEldowney (convener), G. T. Alley, E. H. Leatham, I. Poole, J. P. 
Sage, D. M. Wylie. 
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NATIONAL LIBRARY COMMITTEE: S. Perry (convener), G. T. Alley, A. G. 
Bagnall, C. W. Collins, M. S. Fleming, E. H. Leatham, H. G. Miller, 
C. R. H. Taylor, W. S. Wauchop. 

The President and the Hon. Secretary are ex officio members of all com- 
mittees. 


SECTION COMMITTEES 


CHILDREN’S AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S SECTION: N. Gordon (chairman), 
M. Peat (secretary). 

LocaL AUTHORITIES SECTION: Cr A. K. Murray (Lower Hutt, chairman), 
D. M. Wylie (Hon. Secretary), Cr H. W. B. Bacon (Petone), Cr B. L. 
Dallard (Wellington), Cr G. P. Hawkins (Wanganui), Cr E. E. Mc- 
Curdy (Upper Hutt), Cr P. M. Velvin (Christchurch), 

PROFESSIONAL SECTION: C. W. Collins (chairman), R. N. O’Reilly (Hon. 
Secretary, O. C. Chandler (Vice-Chairman), D. M. E. Allen, G. B. 
Bertram, W. Colgan, M. V. Pope, B. Randle, J. P. Sage. 

UNIVERSITY AND RESEARCH SECTION: E. H. Leatham (chairman), J. O. 
Wilson (vice-chairman), H. J. Lorimer (Hon. Secretary). 


REPORTS TO COUNCIL 


FOLLOWING are extracts from reports presented to Council at its meeting 
of 17th February 1953. 


AUDIO VISUAL COMMITTEE 


DurRING 1952 the committee held two meetings. At the first, held in 
August, the position regarding the availability of gramophone records for 
the use of libraries was discussed. The situation has been unsatisfactory 
for some years. At the time the Customs Department had questioned 
whether libraries should be allowed to purchase records minus sales tax 
as schools and educational organizations have been allowed to do. The 
position has been clarified and the Minister of Customs has agreed that 
public libraries should be exempted sales tax provided they do not hire 
out the records for profit. 

The second meeting, was held on the 29th October, when the com- 
mittee was called together to discuss what action should be taken by the 
NZLA concerning an enquiry held by the Board of Trade to decide 
whether import duty should be imposed on sub-standard films entering 
the country. Mr Perry was asked to attend the enquiry to represent the 
interests of the Association, and was able to give valuable evidence on 
behalf of the libraries that would be affected by the imposing of this 
duty. The Board of Trade has not announced a decision as yet. 

The convener was asked to make a report on the gramophone record 
situation in the country at the present time. This was submitted by Mr 
Perry to the Standing Executive Committee. 


FICTION COMMITTEE 


A MEETING of members in the Wellington district was held in July to 
consider questions arising out of Customs Department censorship. 
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A reprint (for the third year running) of the index to fiction lists in 
New Zealand Libraries, ‘Guide to the Fiction Lists, 1952’ is being arranged. 
The cost of an edition of 200 copies, approximately £4 10s., will be covered 
by an advance order placed by the National Library Service. 

A revised basic fiction list, Fourth Report on Standard and Rental 
Authors, will be ready for publication early in 1953. The estimated cost 
(paper, stencils and ink, excluding the secretary’s time) is £10, i.e., one 
shilling per copy. To allow for postage and a proportion of the time 
expended, it should sell at Is. 6d. per copy. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE 


THE result of the year’s operations was an excess of expenditure of 
£220 19s., which compares favourably with the estimated deficit of £395. 
The Committee erred on the conservative side in the matter of Receipts, 
and on the liberal side in the matter of Expenses. It is difficult to budget 
exactly as there are a number of imponderable factors to be taken into 
account. 

Copies of New Zealand Libraries for July to December were not sent 
to personal members whose 1952 subscriptions had not been paid by 
30th June, but this action did not appear to have the desired effect of 
reminding such members that their subscriptions had not been paid, and 
there was no saving in printing costs because sufficient copies of the 
bulletin were printed to enable members to receive back numbers when 
subscriptions were paid. Payments for sales of publications and advertising 
are also often not received until long after they are due. The Committee 
feels that a greater effort should be made to send out accounts regularly 
at quarterly intervals, even if extra clerical assistance is required for this 
purpose. 

It was decided to make provision in the estimates for publication of 
the 1952 Index to New Zealand Periodicals by the Association. 

It is unfortunate that even with the interest from the last Carnegie 
grant expenditure is greater than income and Council will have to watch 
the finances very carefully. There is little prospect of increasing revenue 
from our main source, subscriptions, and it is necessary that every possible 
avenue of economy be explored, but the desire for economy should not 
be allowed to affect the Association’s activities if it can be avoided. With 
the capital sum it has the position should not become critical for some 
years, and further sources of revenue may be found. 

The Committee recommends Council to have the fees for the Training 
Course adjusted in the light of rising costs and the alteration in the 
syllabus. (This question has been referred by Council to the Training 
Committee.) 

The estimates presented by the Committee and adopted by Council 
at its meeting on 20th February, budget for an estimated deficit of £368. 


LIBRARY TRAINING COMMITTEE 


SINCE the beginning of 1953, twelve more students have qualified for the 
NZLA General Certificate making a total of 107 certificates awarded 
to date. 

The Committee considered recommendations from two of its examiners 
that the conditions of admission to the course be amended by raising the 
educational qualifications and age limit and by requiring at least two 
years full time experience in an approved library before admission to 
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the course. It was agreed that no change could be made immediately and 
the proposals will be considered by the Committee again at its next 
meeting. The Committee would welcome comments from the Professional 
Section and others interested. 

The Committee also considered recommendations about the standard 
of work which should be required from students before they are admitted 
to the tests. It will in future be made clear to students that both the tests 
and the assignments are important. 

Tutors have been invited to meet with the Training Committee during 
conference to discuss ways in which the method of tutoring the course 
could be improved. 

It has not been possible for the Committee to discuss the proposals 
for Registration fully, and it would like to consider the matter again. 


NEW ZEALAND BOOK RESOURCES COMMITTEE 


Book Lists: The Committee considered a report prepared by the Secretary 
on the grading of popular non-fiction into free and rental categories. It 
was decided to refer the report to the Canterbury Branch from where the 
suggestion originated and later to experiment with its proposal in con- 
junction with the National Library Service lists of non-fiction recom- 
mended for the smaller public libraries. 

Booksellers’ terms: The Committee considered a letter from the Secre- 
tary of the Associated Booksellers of New Zealand advising a mistake in 
its terms earlier granted to libraries. It was stated that discount on half- 
price books was on the New Zealand retail price and not the English 
published price as earlier notified. 

Import Duty and Sales Tax: Correspondence with the Customs Depart- 
ment regarding exemption from duty and sales tax on microfilm equip- 
ment and gramophone records was read. It was noted that certain 
concession would be made in the future. 

Exchange control: Members reported on the allocation of exchange by 
the Reserve Bank as it affected their own libraries. Except where library 
allocations had been included in the total sum granted to the governing 
body for all purposes, the present situation was thought to be satisfactory. 

Union List of Serials: It was reported that publication of the Union 
List of Serials was expected within three to six months and members were 
advised of the approved scale of charges. It was thought that appropriate 
publicity on the work of the Committee and the National Library Centre 
should be issued at the time of the publication of the Union List of 
Serials, and that in certain cases individual librarians could arrange for 
this to be done. 


STANDING EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


NOTES ON MEETING OF 16TH JANUARY 1953 


Present: W. S. Wauchop (in the chair), H. W. B. Bacon, M. S. Fleming, 
E. H. Leatham, W. J. McEldowney, and the Secretary. 

Gramophone Records: A report from the Audio-Visual Committee was 
received and referred to Council for consideration. 

Booksellers’ Terms: A letter dated 19th December from the Secretary, 
Associated Booksellers of New Zealand, stating that an error was made 
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in his letter dated 22nd July offering to supply indent orders for books 
sold in New Zealand at British published price or priced on a half-price 
basis at British published price less 20 per cent, and stating that the 
intention of his Council was to offer to supply the above books on indent 
at the New Zealand retail price less 20 per cent, was received. It was 
agreed that the letter be referred to the sub-committee which met with 
the booksellers earlier in the year to take appropriate action and report 
to Council in February. 

Remits: Remits which had been submitted for conference were ex- 
amined. 

Annual Report: A draft annual report for the year 1952 was received, 
and it was agreed that it be approved for circulation to conference dele- 
gates subject to any amendments received from members of Council by 
26th January. 

Auckland Public Libraries: It was decided to refer to Council a letter 
from the Secretary of the Professional Section, drawing attention to an 
announcement in the New Zealand Herald concerning applications for 
the position of Auckland City Librarian, and asking that a protest be 
made to the Auckland City Council at its breach of the principle of 
treating applications as confidential. 

Other Business: It was decided to hold the following matters over for 
consideration by Council: (a) post-primary school bulletins, (b) reply 
from Minister of Customs about censorship of books. 





PLASTIC BOOK COVERS 


for all libraries 


PUBLIC COMMERCIAL PRIVATE 


Plastic book covers now in use in om: libraries in 
New Zealand have been designed to, and have proved 
that they, 


(1) Preserve the character of each book. 

(2) Maintain each book in a New Condition. 

(3) Ensure greater Public Hygiene. 

(4) Safeguard bindings and prolong the Life of 


each book. 


New Zealand Distributors 


New Zealand Book Service Ltd 


P.O. BOX 33 PARAPARAUMU WELLINGTON 





Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 
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NZLA COUNCIL 


NOTES ON MEETINGS HELD DURING CONFERENCE 
WEEK 


1. MEETING OF 17 FEBRUARY 1953 


Present: The President (S. Perry) in the chair, H. W. B. Bacon, N. Bateson, 
A. G. W. Dunningham, R. Duthie, J. H. M. Finlayson, M. S. Fleming, 
E. M. Gilmer, E. H. Leatham, W. J. McEldowney, H. G. Miller, D. C. 
Pryor, F. H. Rogers, F. A. Sandall, W. M. Tongue, W. S. Wauchop, 
and the Secretary. 

Apology: An apology from Miss A. K. Elliott was suStained. 

Post-Primary School Bulletins: The Secretary tabled a report on the 
replies received to the questionnaire sent to members of the Association 
asking for information on the number of copies of post-primary school 
bulletins which would be ordered if copies could be made available. It 
was decided to send a letter to the Chief Administrative Officer of the 
Government Printing and Stationery Department with copies to the 
Government Printer and to the Director of Education, supplying the 
information contained in the report and urging again that copies of the 
bulletins be made available for sale to the public, either through book- 
sellers or the Government Printing Office. 

Exchanges of Library Assistants: Draft proposals from the Auckland, 
Canterbury, Otago and Wellington branches were received. It was resolved 
that the incoming Council be asked to set up a Committee on Exchanges 
of Library Assistants to continue this investigation and take appropriate 
action, and that persons intending to proceed overseas by way of ex- 
change be asked to notify the Association office. 

Art Union Funds: A \etter was received from Mr A. G. W. Dunning- 
ham recommending that an approach be made to the Minister of Internal 
Affairs asking that funds of approximately £1,000 every two or three 
years be made available from Art Union Funds for an overseas fellowship 
for librarians. It was decided to defer consideration of this letter until a 
reply had been received to the application already made for funds from 
Art Union proceeds for the general purposes of the Association. 

Auckland Public Libraries: A \etter was received from the Professional 
Section expressing concern at the repeated failure of the Auckland City 
Council to respect fair procedure in appointment by regarding all applica- 
tions for positions as confidential, was received. It was decided to draw 
the attention of the Auckland City Council once more to the Association’s 
letter of 16th May 1952. It was also resolved that the Professional Section 
should be asked to include a reference to the desirability of regarding 
applications as confidential in the draft statement of standards of appoint- 
ment and employment of librarians. 

Censorship of Books: A \etter was received from the Minister of Customs 
announcing the appointment of an Advisory Committee to consider 
censorship of books. It was resolved that a letter of acknowledgement 
and thanks be sent to the Minister. 

J. R. McKenzie Trust Board: The Secretary reported that an applica- 
tion for funds for the general purposes of the Association had been made 
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to the J. R. McKenzie Trust Board. An acknowledgement of the applica- 
tion, stating that in view of other pressing demands it was unlikely that 
the application could be granted but that the matter would be placed 
on the agenda for the annual meeting of the Board in June, 1953, was 
received. 


Currency Control: Mr Perry reported that in November 1952 he had 
been asked by the Convenor of a Booksellers’ Emergency Committee 
whether the NZLA would associate itself with booksellers and publishers 
in an approach to the Minister of Finance on the subject of currency 
control so far as it related to books. After consultation with members of 
the Standing Executive Committee and the Book Resources Committee 
he had replied that the NZLA, as a matter of general policy, deprecated 
any restrictions whatever on the importation of books and similar materi- 
als, but that it nevertheless considered that the first essential should be to 
safeguard purchases by or for public bodies, in respect of which separate 
allocations of currency were being made. The Association had already 
taken steps to safeguard those purchases and did not wish to take further 
action. The report was received. 


Royal Tour: It was resolved that the Association press for the inclusion 
of a visit to either the Whangarei or the Oamaru Public Library in the 
itinerary for the Royal Tour in 1954. 


1954 Conference: Letters from the Nelson Institute and the Christ- 
church City Council inviting the Association to hold its 1954 Conference 
in Nelson and Christchurch respectively were received. It was resolved 
that it be a recommendation to the incoming Council that the invitation 
from Nelson be accepted provided that a conference is held in that year. 


Miss M. P. Parsons: A \etter from the Town Clerk, Dunedin, recom- 
mending that Miss M. P. Parsons be elected an honorary life member 
of the Association was received. It was resolved that Council submit the 
name of Miss Mary P. Parsons to the Annual General Meeting for 
election as an Honorary Life Member of the Association, in recognition 
of her services in the establishment of the Library School. 


Annual Report and Balance Sheet: It was resolved that the Annual 
Report of the Council be approved for presentation to the Annual 
Meeting, subject to the deletion of the last sentence in the first paragraph 
on page 8. The statement of accounts was received, and approved for 
presentation to the Annual Meeting. 


Archives Committee: The report of the Committee as set out in the 
Annual Report was received. 


Audio-Visual Committee: Two reports from this Committee were 
received. 


Bulletin Committee: The report of the Committee as set out in the 
Annual Report was received. 


Committee on a Register of Qualified Librarians: The convener (Mr 
McEldowney) tabled a report and amended rules for the setting up of a 
register of qualified librarians, and asked that the committee be re- 
constituted to give further consideration to the matter and report more 
fully to a later meeting of Council. It was resolved that the report be 
received and that it be a recommendation to the incoming Council that 
the committee be reconstituted. 


37 











Fiction Committee: The report of the Fiction Committee was received 
and adopted. 


Salaries Committee: The report of the Salaries Committee embodying 
a new scale, was discussed. The scale was amended for deputy librarians 
by amending the population group ‘below 35,000’ to read ‘25,000 to 
35,000’ and by the insertion of a new class ‘below 25,000: salary £435- 
470-505-540". It was resolved that the report be received and referred 
back to the Salaries Committee as amended, but that meanwhile it be 
forwarded with the amendments to the Local Authorities Section and 
to the Professional Section for consideration. 


Library Training Committee: The report of the Library Training 
Committee was received. 


National Library Committee: Mr Perry reported briefly on the work 
of the National Library Committee, and it was resolved that it be a 
recommendation to the incoming Council that the committee be re- 
constituted. 


Book Resources Committee: The report of the Book Resources Com- 
mittee was received. 


Branch Annual Reports and Balance Sheets: Annual Reports and 
Balance Sheets were received from the Auckland, Canterbury, Palmerston 
North and Wellington branches. 


Children’s and Young People’s Section: Mr Finlayson read the wording 
of the proposed brochure on Children’s Library Service to be circulated 
through Parent-Teachers’ Associations, Women’s Institutes, Y.W. and 
Y.M.C.A.’s and other organizations, and tabled a folder showing the 
proposed format. Publication of the leaflet was approved. It was decided 
to recommend to the incoming Council that 10,000 copies be printed 
instead of the proposed figure of 2,000, and at the same time point out 
that the cost of publication would probably exceed the sum of £30 allowed 
on the estimates. A vote of thanks to the Section for its work in preparing 
the leaflet was carried. 


Professional Section: The Report of the Professional Section for 1952 
was received. 

Memberships: It was resolved that the Standing Executive Committee 
be authorized to accept applications for membership and resignations. 


Election of Nine Ordinary Members of Council: The Secretary reported 
that pursuant to rule 35, nominations were called for the election of 
nine ordinary members of Council. Fourteen nominations were received. 
The voting resulted in the election of the following candidates: A. G. 
Bagnall, C. W. Collins, H. B. Cowey, R. Duthie, E. M. Gilmer, E. E. 
McMillan, R. N. O'Reilly, F. H. Rogers, D. M. Wylie. 


Appointment of Three Ordinary Members of Council: In accordance 
with the rules, it was decided to appoint N. Gordon (subject to her 
consent), E. H. Leatham and W. M. Tongue as ordinary members of 
Council. 


Library Service to Children: Mr Finlayson submitted a report prepared 
by the Children’s and Young People’s Section on the services to Children 
offered by public libraries in New Zealand, and moved that the Minister 
of Education be asked to set up a Committee representing local authori- 
ties, libraries, teachers and education controlling authorities to consider 
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the most appropriate means for the effective co-operation of the National 
Library Service, local authorities and education controlling authorities 
in extending and improving library services for children. It was resolved 
that the report be received and referred to the incoming executive of the 
Local Authorities Section; that the proposed resolution be referred to 
the incoming Council for consideration, and that a vote of thanks be 
conveyed to the Children’s and Young People’s Section for the report. 


Postage Rates: It was resolved that an approach be made to the Post 
and Telegraph Department asking for a general Id rate for library post- 
cards—e.g., reminder cards, interloan cards, reservation cards, etc. 


Mr A. G. W. Dunningham: The congratulations of the Council were 
conveyed to Mr A. G. W. Dunningham on his appointment by Unesco 
to undertake the work of organizing library service in Indonesia. 

Acting-Secretary: The appointment of Mrs O. Frampton as Acting- 
Secretary from 2nd February was confirmed. 


2. MEETING OF 20 FEBRUARY 1953 


Present: The President (W. S. Wauchop) in the chair, A. G. Bagnall, 
H. W. B. Bacon, C. W. Collins, H. B. Cowey, R. Duthie, M. S. Fleming, 
E. M. Gilmer, N. Gordon, E. H. Leatham, W. J. McEldowney, E. E. 
McMillan, R. N. O'Reilly, S. Perry, W. M. Tongue, D. M. Wylie and 
the Secretary. 


Welcome to New Members of Council: The President extended a 
welcome to Mrs McMillan, Miss Cowey and Messrs Bagnall, O'Reilly 
and Wylie who had been elected to Council for the first time, and to 
Mr Collins and Miss Gordon who were returning to Council. 


Outgoing Members of Council: It was resolved that a vote of apprecia- 
tion and thanks be conveyed to the outgoing members of Council: Miss 
Bateson, Miss Elliot and Messrs Dunningham, Finlayson, Miller, Pryor 
and Sandall. 


Finance Committee: The estimates for 1953 were adopted. It was 
resolved that the Training Committee be asked to consider having the 
fees for the Training Course adjusted in the light of rising costs and the 
alteration in the syllabus, and to report to the next Council meeting. 


Brochure on Children’s Library Service: It was resolved that authority 
be given to the Children’s and Young People’s Section to print 10,000 
copies of the brochure on Children’s Library Service, and that the question 
of distribution be left to the Standing Executive Committee in consulta- 
tion with the Section. 


Library Service to Children: Consideration was given to the report 
prepared by the Children’s and Young People’s Section and the proposal 
referred by the outgoing Council (see above). It was resolved that the 
Section should continue its investigation with a view to reporting to the 
next Council meeting and that the report on completion be referred to 
the Executive of the Local Authorities’ Section, if possible before the 
next Council meeting. 

National Library Building—Select Parliamentary Committee: It was 
agreed that the resolution from conference be given effect by asking the 
Government to appoint a Select Committee to consider the need for a 
National Library Building. 
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NZLA Conferences: It was agreed that a statement be sent to Branches 
and Sections setting out some points raised at conference during the 
discussion of the remit that conferences be held bienially, and that 
Branches and Sections be asked to discuss the matter and to express 
their views for consideration by Council. 

Standard Free and Rental Plan for Public Libraries: The conference 
resolution on this subject was formally adopted. 


Archives Seminar: The three recommendations from the Archives 
Seminar endorsed by Conference were adopted. It was resolved that the 
matter of an approach to the Government be left to the Standing Execu- 
tive Committee with a direction to arrange if possible a deputation of 
the interests represented. It was agreed to send a letter to the Art Galleries 
and Museums Association asking for their co-operation. - 


Technical Periodicals: The recommendation from the Scientific and 
Technical Librarians’ Seminar, endorsed by Conference, was received. 
Mr Leatham stated that the intention of the seminar was to ask members 
of professional associations to keep copies of technical periodicals and 
to hand them over to libraries for conservation. It was agreed that Messrs 
Bagnall and Leatham should prepare a statement and send it out through 
the Association to the societies concerned. 


Salaries Committee: A report from the Convener of the Salaries Com- 
mittee was read asking Council to adopt the scale as originally submitted 
to the outgoing Council, and to arrange for its early publication in NZ 
Libraries. The Committee found the amendment as approved by the 
outgoing Council unacceptable as the salary suggested for deputy librar- 
ian below 25,000 was less than the salary scale for an assistant with 
similar qualifications. It was resolved that the Council approve the scale 
in principle with the amendment that in all cases where a category is 
shown as below 35,000, it be made 25,000-35,000, and to rename the 
scale ‘NZLA Standards of Salary for Public Libraries.’ It was further 
resolved that the scale be circulated to local authorities and be printed 
in New Zealand Libraries with the explanation that it has been so referred; 
and that the change in population grouping below 35,000 be referred to 
the Salaries Committee. 


Archives Committee: The following recommendations from the Archives 
Seminar were adopted: That the Archives Committee be asked to appoint 
archive consultants distributed on a geographical basis, who would be 
available for consultation by local authorities on the care of records. 
That the Archives Committee prepare a ‘vade mecum’ for these con- 
sultants, local authorities, societies, institutions, etc., outlining basic 
principles for the selection, care and preservation of records as well as 
present facilities for gift or deposit of material to appropriate institutions. 

Appointment of Trustees: Miss Fleming, and Messrs McEldowney and 
Wauchop were appointed Trustees for 1953-54 of the NZLA Accounts, 
and Mrs Frampton authorized to endorse cheques and bills. 

Judges for Esther Glen Award: Miss M. Peat, Mrs M. Sage and Mr 
W. J. Scott were appointed. 

1954 Conference: It was resolved that the invitation from the Nelson 
Institute be accepted, and that the Christchurch City Council be thanked 
for its invitation. It was agreed that the next Conference be held as late 
as possible in February. 
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1956 Conference: An invitation from the Invercargill City Council to 
hold Conference in Invercargill in 1956 when the Southland Centenary 
would be celebrated is to be considered next year. 


Message to Local Authorities: It was decided to draw the attention of 
the Executive of the Local Authorities’ Section to the need for a follow-up 
to the Message to Local Authorities circulated in 1952 and to refer the 
matter to the Standing Executive Committee for consideration of further 
action required. 


Next Council Meeting: To be held in August, at a date to be decided 
by the President and Hon. Secretary. 


A LITANY FOR LIBRARIANS 


From those who use books to squash bugs, beetles and spiders, and to 
prop up the corners of wardrobes and pianos, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 


From Constant Readers who eat chocolate, butterscotch, polonies, 
asparagus in butter sauce, or gobbets of fat bacon, and lick their fingers 
to turn a page, 

From spillers of ink, soup and cheap perfume, and from stains of 
blood, beer, cocoa and children-in-arms, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 


From the husband who wants something exciting for his wife, and the 
wife who wants something to keep her husband quiet, 
From the heavyweight lady who asks for something very light for the 
week-end, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 


From subscribers who are in good spirits and vice versa, 
From middle-aged men who make passes at Dewey-eyed librarians, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 


From those who browse standing up like horses, from those who take 
root like trees, 

From those who disagree volubly in ink-pencil, 

From those who cut leaves with forefingers, cricket-bats, umbrellas, 
table-knives, or anything else lying handy, 

From those who come in three minutes before closing time with the 
light of Eternity in their eyes, 

From those who insist on your recommending books, and pom your 
bad taste when they bring them back, 

From those who are very deaf and exceedingly garrulous, 

From those who use library tables as bunks and produce ten degrees 
of frowst in the Reference Department, 

From students of Salesmanship and Business Efficiency, from nail- 
biters and snufflers, from authors and book-reviewers, from pedants and 
prudes, from spittoon philosophers, from book-keepers and bores and 
Bumbles, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 
—A. R. D. FAIRBURN 
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CANTERBURY PUBLIC 
LIBRARY IN TRANSITION 


COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN’S STATEMENT 


EXACTLY one year has passed since the City Council, after the fullest 
consideration in committee, approved certain policy changes for the 
one public library it directly administers: the Canterbury Public Library. 
The decision was reached only three short years after it took over control 
of the library from Canterbury University College, in which period it 
spent £20,000 in bringing the building up to modern standards worthy 
of our city. These policy changes took effect as from Ist April 1952, 
and figures that the City Librarian has given us for the first half of the 
year 1952-3 enable us to say with confidence that the policies were soundly 
conceived and are being effectively implemented. 

It is not sufficiently understood, either in Christchurch itself, or among 
those interested in New Zealand libraries generally, that the new policies 
involve a measure of free lending service on a municipally financed basis. 
The free services are restricted (in my opinion, properly restricted) to 
books and periodicals of direct and unquestioned value to our citizens 
in the pursuit of their multitudinous serious business or private interests, 
and do not include the reading they do for entertainment and relaxation. 
There appears to be no good reason why light fiction and similar works 
which the public is willing to pay for through the privately run ‘book 
clubs’ should be provided, or even subsidized, from the public purse. 
But when it comes to the useful, technical, or cultural works or books 
for children, works on which our material and spiritual progress so 
largely depend, and which to my knowledge no commercialized library 
service has ever successfully provided, the argument for free service and 
public finance is overwhelming. 

To conjoin both a free service of serious reading with a ‘pay’ service 
(either subscription or rental) in a single library, providing the two can 
be intelligently co-ordinated, gives a service of the widest scope and the 
greatest economy. This, I believe, is the case in our library. 

The November 1952 figures are now available, and I have great pleasure 
in announcing that the adult membership has risen from 2,851 as at 
31st March to 5,720 as at 30th November—more than double the original 
figure. While this cannot be compared with the registration figures of 
other cities which were able to make an earlier start than Christchurch, 
it augurs well for the future. So, also, does the issue total, which is up 
by approximately one third over previous records. In spite of these 
increases, and in spite of liberalized terms for reservations, the reserva- 
tion figures are down on last year, which indicates how much better is 
the selection available to borrowers on the shelves. 

Counter revenue is also buoyant, and the year’s estimates should be 
fully realized at last year’s level. 


This article is based on a press statement, 17th December 1952, by Cr P. M. 
Velvin, and reprinted in The Canterbury Public Library, 1951-52, the Annual 
Report of the City Librarian with a supplement covering statistically the first 
six months of the financial year 1952-3. 
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But these figures do not tell more than a fraction of the whole story. 
By far the greatest increases are recorded in the fields of the domestic, 
useful, and technical arts (406 per cent), fine arts (248 per cent), and 
literature (159 per cent). Books chosen in such fields are chosen by 
qualified librarians, and those borrowers who require assistance have 
at their service the advice of people whose educational and technical 
training fits them to give advice. Where there is nothing suitable available 
on the shelves the item is obtained from other libraries as expeditiously 
as modern methods can achieve, and no request seems to be regarded as 
too trivial on the one hand, or too much trouble on the other. These 
things, I believe, should be more widely known. 

Finally, a word on library service in the city as a whole. The Council 
has, for many years, subsidized and assisted the fourteen suburban public 
libraries of Christchurch, which are controlled by their own committees 
of voluntary unpaid librarians. These worthy people have sustained 
public library service in Christchurch since (in some cases) the ‘seventies 
of last century, and at periods when the support of public bodies for 
libraries was at a low ebb. It is intended to strengthen these libraries still 
further in the future and to help to establish more of them, but there 
is no intention of taking them over, or bringing pressure on them in any 
way. I know from personal experience that the great majority of them 
are continually seeking how they can co-operate in the task of bringing 
modern library service to all our citizens, instead of to the mere 8 per 
cent recorded a year or so ago. In this connexion the Canterbury Public 
Library will assist them, as they assist the Canterbury Public Library. 
It is worthy of record that already in a few short months the two most 
outlying suburban libraries (those of Sumner and New Brighton) have, 
with the assistance of Canterbury Public Library, begun free children’s 
service in their areas. This follows the splendid experiment now conducted 
for over a year by the voluntary unpaid officers of the Beckenham Public 
Library. 


NEWS AND NOTES 


LIBRARY SCHOOL PROFESSIONAL COURSE, 1953 


THE following students are members of the 1953 Professional Course of 
the Library School, which started on 2nd March: Margaret Mary Barker, 
NZLA Cert., Aileen Joan Claridge, Grace Margaret Rae Clements, MA, 
Helen Pamela Forsyth, BSc, John Ashley Frampton, BA, Mavis Margaret 
French, BA, Michael Garnstone Hitchings, BA, Jeanette King, BSc, 
Susan Dorothea Mills, BA, A. R. Mirdah, BA, Conrad Brice Newick, 
BA, Ann Malvina Joy Overy, Shirley Colleen Smith, MA, David Charles 
Counsell Stephens, MA, Jocelyn Bell Thomson, BA. 


GENERAL TRAINING COURSE 


THE second short course at the Library School under the new G.T.C. 
Syllabus ended on February 13th, 1953, when the President of the Asso- 
ciation, Mr Stuart Perry, presented certificates to the following students: 
J. M. Eder, M. P. Fox, M. M. Hall, N. M. Irvine (Merit in Reference), 
E. Lee, J. A. Moore, J. Pilkington, J. I. Potts, S. M. Scobie, M. F. Scrivin, 
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J. E. C. Shearer and C. Y. Titchener. Mr Perry urged the students to con- 
tinue to take an interest in the affairs of the Association. 


LIBRARY SCHOOL BIBLIOGRAPHIES 
AND REPORTS, 1952 
THE following bibliographies, compiled by students of the 1952 Pro- 
fessional Course, are available on loan from the Library School: 
Books for the small public library: a list of recommended non-fiction 
titles. Supplement, September 1951-September 1952. 
Local histories of the North Island. 
Local histories of the South Island. 
Preliminary bibliography of the published work of Sir James Hector. 
Select bibliography of New Zealand verse and some-related writing, 
1920-52. 
Select list of books on natural history for a small public library. 
Select list of books on radio for a small public library. 


For CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 


A bibliography of books on music suitable for a school library or for 
a young people’s collection. 
Children’s plays. 
Homecraft books for school certificate students. A select list. 
Poetry for children: a select bibliography. 
Select list of biographies for background reading in history for Univer- 
sity Entrance and scholarship pupils. 


ADMINISTRATION REPORTS 

The following administration reports prepared by students during the 
course are also available on loan from the School: 

Essay towards the surveying of university libraries in New Zealand. 

Friends of the Library. 

History of Wellington Public Libraries. 

Mental hospital libraries. 

Training of junior staff. 


RECENT APPOINTMENTS 
Auckland Public Library: Mr R. Duthie to be Chief Librarian. 
National Library Service: Mr A. E. Mercer to be Librarian-in-charge, 
Country Library Service, Hamilton. 


PERSONAL 


Miss Doreen Bibby, NZLA Secretary, left New Zealand on her trip 
overseas shortly after Conference. As Acting-Secretary during her absence, 
Council has appointed Mrs Olive Frampton. 

Mr H. D. Erlam, Deputy Librarian of the Medical School, Otago 
University, is at present overseas to take up a Fellowship in Medical 
Librarianship awarded by the Rockefeller Foundation through the 
Medical Library Association, for travel and study in the United States. 
He will later attend the First International Congress on Medical Librarian- 
ship, to be held in London in July 1953. 


CENSORSHIP COMMITTEE 


THE appointment of an advisory committee to consider any proposal to 
prohibit the importation or sale of any obscene documents coming under 
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the appropriate statutes was announced on February 4th by the Minister 
of Customs (Mr Bowden). The members of the Committee are Professor 
Ian Gordon, Miss Irene Wilson and Mr R. M. Burdon. The Minister 
stated that the Committee was not expected to deal with books which 
may be classed as seditious or subversive, or which contain defamatory 
matter, while undesirable comics will be the responsibility of a depart- 
mental committee set up last year by the Minister of Education and 
Customs. 

It will be remembered that last year following the banning (two years 
after publication) of a certain novel, the Association through the President 
(Mr Perry) protested at this action, and drew the Minister’s attention 
once again to the earlier statements of the Association on the method 
of censorship.! The Minister then replied stating the Government’s 
willingness to set up an Advisory Committee, and asked the Association 
to suggest names. When replying, the Minister’s attention was drawn to 
the recommendation that appeals against the decisions of the Advisory 
Committee should be heard by an appeal censor, who should be a legal 
person of high standing. 

The Minister’s announcement made no reference to appeals from 
decisions of the Advisory Committee. Nor is any reference made to 
another recommendation—namely, notification of censors’ decisions to 
the NZLA and the Booksellers’ Association. It remains to be seen, of 
course, how the Committee will operate in practice, and whether its 
opinions or decisions will be given effect to by the Customs Department; 
whether such decisions will be communicated to the NZLA and other 
responsible authorities, and whether an appeal censor or board will be 
established. A regret may also be expressed that the Advisory Com- 
mittee does not include a practising public librarian, for there is no group 
of persons more in touch with the actual use of books which the Com- 
mittee may be expected to scrutinize. 

The Advisory Committee now appointed is presumably for the Customs 
Department only, and the Police Department may, of course, take action 
independently of the Customs Department. In such cases, however, 
prosecution must take place in the Courts, and such cases as there have 
been in recent years suggest that a prosecution for possession of any 
work of some literary merit is unlikely to be successful. 


1See New Zealand Libraries 9:189-91 N °46. 


BOOK PRICES 


ACCORDING to a recent issue of the English trade journal, the Bookseller, 
the total book production in Great Britain last year amounted to 18,741 
titles, of which 5428 were reprints and new editions. It is of some interest 
to note that whereas in 1937, fiction accounted for 5097 titles out of 
17,137, last year the total was only 4181, of which 1623 were reprints. 
The average price of books published continues to show an increase: 
July-December 1951: 13s. 2d. 
January-June 1952: 13s. 8d. 
July-December 1952: 14s. 1d. 
The latest increase has been principally in new editions: 
New Titles New Editions, etc. 


July-December 1951: 13s. 5d. 12s. 4d. 
January-June 1952: 14s. 3d. 12s. 2d. 
July-December 1952: 14s. 44d. 13s. 2d. 
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FICTION LIST 


MONTHLY SUPPLEMENT TO NZLA LIST 


AUTHOR GRADINGS 


A Standard 

[A] Promising 

AB Popular—fair standard 

B Popular 
POPULARITY 


is indicated by asterisks (maximum three) 
after the title gradings 


1. STANDARD TITLES 


Bernanos, Georges, 1888-1948. A. Night 4 
darkest; tr. from the French by W. 
Strachan. Bodley Head, 1953. 10s. a 
‘The scene of George Bernanos’ novel 
(unpublished at the time of his death) 
is the literary household of Ganse, a 
famous French novelist; the whole affair 
is perhaps a trifle second-rate; but 
among the best of the second-rate.’ — 
TLS 6-2-53. Ab*. 

Berridge, Elizabeth. 1919-. A. Upon several 
occasions. Heinemann, 1953. 12s. 6d. 
‘The focus of the story is an Anglican 
vicarage in Wales and Miss Berridge 
makes neat Pre with the various 
wT of her little community.’ 

—TLS 6-2-53. AB** 


TITLE GRADINGS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
A Highest level: wholly free 
Ab Second level: mainly free 
AB Third level: equally free and rental 


aB Fourth level: mainly rental 

ab Fifth level: no particular recom- 
mendation 

B Stock commercial level: wholly 
Tenta! 

Oo May cause offence 


BY ESTABLISHED AUTHORS 


Fast, Howard Melvin, 1914-. A. Spartacus. 
Bodley Head, 1952. 13s. 6d. Traces the 
revolt of Spartacus and the gladiators 
in 71 B.C. Sometimes a vivid picture of 
the author’ 's particular brand of history. 


Lewis, Wyndham, 1886-. A. Rotting hill. 
Methuen, 1951. 14s. ‘A casual and 
sarcastic account of life in England 
under a socialist government.’—New 
Yorker. Ab*. 

Lindsay, Jack, 1900-. Betrayed spring. 
Bodley Head, 1953. Wise ‘A ——s 
documentary reconstruction of Englist 
life under Mr Attlee’s government’. 
—TLS 13-2-53. AB 


2. SELECTED TITLES BY NEW AUTHORS AND IMPROVED TITLES BY 
OTHER AUTHORS 


Blunden, Godfrey, 1906-. B. The time of 
the assassins. Cape, 1953. 15s. An 
account of the German occupation of 
Kharkov in 1941. ‘A bitter book, 
——— to cause anguish in the reader 

succeeding in its intention.’—TLS 
rex 2-53. AB**. 

Brooks, Richard, 1912-. The producer. 
Heinemann, 1952. 15s. ‘Mr Brooks 
directed and wrote film scripts for 
eight years . . . His dialogue is as 
objective and alive as his comments 
and descriptive passages are woodenly 
propagandist. His chief merit, however, 
is that he has attempted to give us 
Hollywood's private grammar.’—J. Ray- 
mond, NSN 12-12-52. AB**. 

Coccioli, Carlo. Heaven and earth; tr. 
from the Italian by Frances Frenaye. 
Heinemann, 1953. 15s. A study of a 
priest, Don Ardito Piccardi. “The 
understanding shown of this tortured 
and self-torturing figure makes Heaven 
and Earth an impressive book.’—TLS 


6-2-53. Ab*. 
Co _ ay Rowanberry wine. Cape, 
1952. 12s. 6d. ‘A shaggy, tweedy, 


brackeny book which manages to 
combine upper middle-class fustiness 
with a peculiarly English sense of sin.” 
—J. Raymond, NSN 13-12-52. AB*. 
Garnier, Christine, 1915-. White people 
smile at me; tr. from the French by 
Naomi Walford. Putnam, 1952. 10s. 6d. 
‘In French West Africa “Esa Bedo”’ is 
the native greeting. It does not mean 
“G -day” as white people suppose. 
It means “Thanks for yesterday”. The 


natives do not think about tomorrow, 
but are happy if the past is pleasant.’ 
—Blurb. AB**. 

in, I. Bury me in lead. Wingate, 
1952. 10s. 6d. ‘Mrs Goodwin is cer- 
tainly a born hair-raiser. As literature 
her flesh-creeping account of medii 
low life in Edinburgh during the Burke 
and Hare reign of terror is strangely 
uneven.’—J. Raymond, NSN 12-12-52. 
aB**. 

Jones, Mervyn, 1922-. The new town. 
Cape, 1952. 15s. A mature story of a 
crumbling marriage; the setting is a 
post-war housing. development scheme 
in England. AB** 

Levine, Norman. The angled road. W. 
Laurie, 1952. 10s. 6d. The story of a 
Canadian in the R.A.F., his love- 
affairs, and the powerful tie of his 
mother’s love. AB*. 

Masters, John. The deceivers. M. Joseph, 
1952. 12s. 6d. The Deceivers are the 
Thugs, who once terrorized India and 
murdered thousands by a form of 
garrotting, and this story, set in 1825, 
tells of the attempt made by William 
Savage, a British government agent, to 
discover the workings of Thuggery in 
order to destroy it. AB**. 


Mittelholzer, Edgar, 1909-. The weather in 
Middenshot. Secker, 1952. 12s. 6d. 
‘Deals with an elderly madman who, 
since he has been involved in an accident 
17 years before is obsessed by ae 
= and dissolution. —TLS 7-11-52. 
A 





Pilotaz, Paul, 1905-. Man alone; tr. from 
the French by J. H. F. McEwen. 
Longmans, 1952. 9s. 6d. ‘This story 
laid among the banana plantations of 
French Guiana, is primarily one of the 
spiritual struggles of a man in conflict 
with society, who learns through the 
tender friendship of a fellow-planter 
the path back from isolation to associa- 
tion with his fellow men.—A. Calder- 
Marshall, Listener 18-9-52. Ab*. 

Queffelec, Henri, 1910-. Isle of sinners; tr. 
from the French by James Whitall. 
Verschoyle, 1952. 12s. 6d. ‘The story 
of a Breton fisherman whom the 
inhabitants of a desolate Channel 
island elect to serve as priest . ... The 
problems in Queffelec’s novel are the 
profoundest of metaphysical issues— 
God, Church, Good and  Evil— 
dramatized in their crudest and simplest 
forms in the simple folk he knew 
intimately in his own province.’—SRL 
20-9-52. Ab*. 

Soldati, Mario, 1906-. The commander 
comes to dine. Lehmann, 1952. 12s. 6d. 
Three short novels by a distinguished 


Italian author whose work has been 
praised in the NSN and Manchester 
Guardian. Ab** 

Stern, James, The man who was loved. 
Secker, 1952. 12s. 6d. ‘The dozen short 
stories contained here are of a rich 
and exciting diversity. The settings— 
Africa, the English hunting field, Ger- 
many, 1920, the Throubles, Third 
Avenue—are varied enough ‘but the 
writer has couched each in a different 
mood, a different style almost.’—J. 
Raymond, NSN 11-10-52. Ab*. 

Werner, Bruno Erich, 1896-. The slave ship; 
tr. from the German by E. Wilkins. 
Heinemann, 1953. 15s. ‘A complete 
but pedestrian novel about the war, 
seen from the German side.’—TLS 
6-2-53. Ab**. 

Woods, William Howard, 1916-. Thunder 
on Saturday. Melrose, 1952. 10s. 6d. 
‘Tells the story of the peasants’ revolt 
in 1381 with energy and much know- 
ledge . . . Unfortunately the story is 
seen through the eyes of a very tiresome 
pair of lovers..—TLS 7-11-52. AB**. 


5. REPRINTS AND TRANSLATIONS (EXCLUDING FREQUENTLY 
REPRINTED WORKS) 


Perez Galdos, Benito, 1845-1920. The 
spendthrifts; tr. from the Spanish by 
Gamel Woolsey and introd. by Gerald 
Brenan. Weidenfeld, 1951. 12s. 6d. A*. 

Perez Galdos, Benito, 1845-1920. Torment; 
tr. from the : anish by J. M. Cohen. 
Weidenfeld, 1952. 12s. 6d. A*. 

Trollope, Anthony, 1815-82. A. The prime 


minister; illus. by Hector Whistler. 
Oxford, 1952. 2v. 36s. ‘The Oxford 
Illustrated Trollope is meant to meet 
the demand . for an edition of 
Trollope’s principal novels in a larger 
format and type than those already 
included in the World’s Classics series.’ 


IN LIBRARY LITERATURE 


Allerding, Johanna E. German and French 
abbreviations and terms used in serial 
publications and in _ bibliographical 
— Special libraries 43:358-63 


Esterquet, Ralph T. Book storage and the 
microcard. Library journal 77:1888-90 
N 1 °52. The exponents of microcards 
have recently argued that they will 
render regional storage ummecessary. 
The Director of the Midwest Inter- 
library Center gives the case for the 
two methods being complementary 
rather than opposed. 

Lamb, J. P. The report of the Copyright 
Committee; how it might affect libraries. 
Library association record 54:388-95 
D °52. ‘Fair-dealing’ in photo-copying 
is the most important matter discussed 
and proposals to protect authors and 
publishers are given. 

Library trends (University of Illinois Library 
School). Urbana, Ill. 1 (1952)-. 5 
dollars p.a. ch issue of this new 
quarterly journal is concerned with one 
aspect of librarianship, and is planned 
by a guest editor who selects his topics 
and invites necessary contributors. v. 1 
no. 2, O 52, is entitled Current trends 
in Special libraries, and includes articles 
on Organizational relations of special 
libraries; Special librarianship and 
documentation; Recent developments 
in special libraries in Great Britain and 
Special library education. 


Linscheid, Chester H. Certification today. 
Library journal 77:1451-55 S 15 °52. 
A summary of current progress in 
professional registration of librarians 
in different states of the U.S.A. 

Mishoff, Willard O. Education for librarian- 
ship: the current pattern. Higher 
education, 9 no. 2:13-16 S 15 ’52. 
‘Professional education for librarian- 
ship in the U.S. has undergone a signi- 
ficant change in pattern since 1948 . 
the basic subject matter has become 
too extensive for coverage in one year.’ 
Contains also a list of U.S. library 
schools. 

Ryan, Calvin T. Child guidance through 
books. Wilson library bulletin, 27:155- 
157 O ’52. How books may guide the 
child in forming right attitudes, may 
enrich his life and bring him to a 
happy well-adjusted adulthood. 

Seely, Pauline A. Subject headings today. 
Library journal 78:17-22 Ja 1 °S3. A 
short summary of the history, principles 
and current trends of subject headings 
woven into a review of Haykin’s recent 
book covering LC practice. 

Smith, L. Herman. Organizing and training 
student assistants in a junior college 
library. Wilson library bulletin 27: 
163-165 O °52. A discussion of the 
replies to a questionnaire on student 
assistant reactions to their work in 
the library and the possible influence it 
may have on their choice of career. 





been 
hester 


lready 
cries.” 











Attracte ... 

BOOKBINDINCG creates 
distinction and enhances the value 

of your books * 
Books BouND in full cloth, half 
or. full leather; Old Books 
renovated and repaired: Individual 
attention given to Public Libraries 
and Clients 


J. ROMBAUT 
BOOK BINDER 
to Leading Libraries 
480 OXFORD STREET, LEVIN, N.Z. 
Telephone 867 





COUNTRY LIBRARIANS 


- For those books you rarely see in the country 
bookshop but would like to add to your shelves, 
Modern Books is the answer. 

We specialise in books for the cultured reader 
(while catering as well for the popular taste). 
Classics, foreign translations, music, art, literary 
criticism, drama - these are some of the spheres in 
which Modern Books’ range is hard to equal. . 
Why not see for yourself on your next trip to the 
capital ? 


‘MODERN BOOKS 


48A MANNERS STREET, WELLINGTON 





Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 


ene, 





BOOKS. 
FOR YOUR LIBRARY 


LIBRARIANS! OUR JOB IS TO 
SUPPLY THE BOOKS YOU 
WANT. WE HAVE THE FACIL- 
ITIES TO DO THAT JOB 
PROMPTLY AND EFFICIENTLY 
We carry the largest and most comprebensive 
book stocks in New Zealand 


Our own London Buying Branch, keeps us in 
close touch with all publishing bouses 


We can procure all Australian publications 
through our Branches in Sydney, Melbourne 
and Perth 


We are the New Zealand headquarters and 
distributors for publishers suth as Sampson Low 
and Odbam’s Press 


Our staff of expert booksellers are fully equipped 
to give you efficient service alg the help of 
their wide experience 


Place your Library Orders with 


Viembeh SomléL 
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